
The most effective leaders in 

society are those rare  

individuals who can inspire 

their audience with a  

passion that can only come 

from personal experience. 

Joe Roberts is an  

inspirational example of 

overcoming adversity and 

managing change. In 1989 

he was living under a bridge 

as a homeless skid row 

street person.  

Today, Joe delivers  

his keynote messages at  

conferences, conventions 

and special events, teaching  

people “there’s more to you 

than you can see”. 

 

Skid Row 
CEO 

From Skidrow to CEO  
“There’s more to you than you can see” 

 
FIRED UP FOR YOUR FUTURE 

 
Every student is confronted by adversity, challenge and change. 
 What will I do when I graduate?   
 Will I get a good job?  
 Where do I go from here?  
 How am I supposed to know what to do next? 
 
In this keynote, Joe teaches how anyone anywhere can overcome 
perceived limitations and live their dreams. Walk with Joe 
through the tough streets of East Vancouver in the 1980’s and 
experience the depths and degradation of a former hopeless, 
homeless drug addict.  Joe teaches what every student needs to 
know about connecting to the transforming power of purpose 
that lead him off the streets to corporate leadership and  
philanthropy.  
 
One hour with Joe leaves an impression that lasts a lifetime 
where you will learn: 
 
 How do I know what I want to do when I graduate? 
 What are the real roadblocks that face youth today 
 How to stay inspired and motivated despite the world 

outside 
 Should I go onto college/university – can I afford to? 

 What do I do if I’m not sure what to do? 
 How can I turn every challenge into an opportunity?  
 Why it doesn’t matter how you feel - it only matters what 

you do! 

778-875-5202 
marie@josephroberts.ca 

www.skidrowceo.com  

JOE ROBERTS 

http://www.skidrowceo.com


“there’s more to you 

than you can see”   

778-875-5202            marie@josephroberts.ca 
www.skidrowceo.com  

DON’T BUY THE LIE  
ABOUT GETTING HIGH 

JOE ROBERTS 

SPECIAL SCHOOL PROGRAM 

In this program, you will learn: 
 The incredible real life journey of Joe Roberts; from active addiction to recovery 

 Why it’s not just about peer pressure 
 Why bullying sucks 

 De-glamorizing drugs addiction 
 How to avoid making poor choices as a young person 

This program is designed for 
drug education and primary 
prevention. Through the use 
of drama, humour and cold 
hard facts it leaves the  
audience inspired and  
educated from a view point 
that can only be experienced 
by someone who has lived it. 
This proactive approach is 
geared towards young  
people, counsellors, teachers, 
and parents etc... who are  
confronted with drug issues 
everyday of their lives.  

THE MISTAKES YOUNG PEOPLE MAKE WHEN IT COMES  
TO DRUGS AND HOW TO AVOID THEM 

Joe has shared his reality based drug prevention message for over  
15 years to more than 250,000 young people worldwide.  

http://www.skidrowceo.com


Partial Client List 

Apex Alternative High School 
Beausoleil First Nations  
Britannia Secondary School 
Burnaby North Secondary School 
Burnaby Youth Custody Services  
Caledonia Secondary – Terrace BC 
Carver Christian High School 
Ecole Earl Marriott Secondary 
Elgin Park Secondary School 
Fraser House – Mission Secondary Schools 
Fraser Valley Adventist 
Hatzic Secondary 
HD Stafford High School 
John Oliver High School 
Keith Lynn Alternative Secondary 
Kelowna High School 
Kwantlen Park/Tamanawis/Princess Margaret 
Kwayhquitlum MS 
Maple Ridge Secondary School 
Moricetown First Nations 
North Albion Collegiate Institute 
Odyssey of the Mind 
Pacific Academy 
Pine Tree Secondary School 
Point Grey Secondary School 
Port Moody Secondary 
Princess Margaret Secondary School 
Queen Elizabeth Secondary 
Regent Christian Academy 
Sardis Secondary School 
Seycove Secondary 
Skeena Secondary – Terrace BC 
St John’s Academy 
St. Benedict Catholic Secondary School 
Stó:lō Nation – Chilliwack BC 
Surrey School District 
Thornhill Junior Secondary  
Tupper High School 
UBC Sauder - Youth Entrepreneur Conference 
Youth Diversion Maple Ridge 
 
COMMUNITY 
Boys and Girls Clubs 
Habitat for Humanity 
Ministry of Children and Families 
Rotary Clubs 
Salvation Army 
Union Gospel Mission 

Awards & Media 
Joe is the recipient of the Courage to Come Back Award, The Ontario Premiers Award, and was nominated by MacLean’s 

Magazine as one of ten Canadians that make a difference.  He also received Business in Vancouver’s 40 under 40 and 

Zoomer Magazine 45 over 45. Joe has appeared in the Globe and Mail, The Toronto Star, Canadian Business, MacLean’s 

Magazine, The Vancouver Province, CTV Nation News, Global National News and CBC National News to name a few of his 

media appearances.  Video clips and articles can be seen on the website. 

 
“We may never know the real impact that this presentation 

had on our students, nor can we make their decision for them. 
However if we can show them the ugly side of poor decisions, 

lay before them choices and related consequences, continually 
reinforcing the positive choices, then perhaps we will be able 

to keep many from following the same path that Joe followed. 
Great Work Guys keep It Up!” 

Bill Gerber Fraser Valley Adventist Academy 
 

“I believe that the presentation had a big impact on our school 
because of the responses we received after he left. I hope he 

continues to speak to other schools and youth and get this 
message across” – Student 

 
“Instead of lecturing us on not doing drugs which we have 
heard many times before he made us aware of the faulty 

promises of them” - Student 
 

“Thank you for making such a positive difference in the lives of 
our teenagers.” - Teacher  

 
“He speaks their language and having been right where some 

of them are at this moment.” -  Mother  
 

“I commend you for your commitment to helping youth, and 
for carrying your message across the country. Your mission is  
inspiring; your approach is engaging; and, your determination 

is motivating.”    Christy Clark, BC Premier 
 

“Joe Roberts’ inspiring story is one of determination, courage 
and overcoming adversity that reminds us of the power of  
believing that anything is possible. It is testament to the 

strength of the human spirit and what you can achieve when 
you set your mind to it.” 

Rick Hansen, Canada’s Man in Motion 

“there’s more to you 
than you can see”   

T E S T I M O N I A L S 

JOE ROBERTS 


